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We’re 
almost 
there 

anyway



if you’re 
tired --

-- I can 
carry

the orchid.

I’m 
not tired. 
I’m just...

it’s 
nothing.

We should 
keep going. 

We’re 
almost 
there 

anyway
So there’s
no point

in stopping
now.



All right, 
if you’re 

sure.

-- I just don’t 
want anything to 

happen to it. 



Truly, I can hold
the ghost orchid

if it’s too --

NO!



Old Vanya 
entrusted 
me with 
the 
orchid

-- You’re here 
to help me get to 
the center --

-- But the ghost orchid 
is my responsibility

if I can’t get this 
flower to the center, 
I’ll have to step down 

as a handler

This is 
my test.



Of course, elio



“There are dark spirits of 

the forest who seek to 

have these rare plants for 

themselves. They want the 

energy the plants provide 

to fuel them -- at the 

cost of the life of the 

forest and all other 

living things within it.

Travel with someone to 

defend you against them. 

Someone you trust. Be 

careful. These dark spirits 

are clever and have had a 

great deal more practice 

with getting what they 

want than you. Keep the 

ghost orchid close, elio. 

don’t let them touch it.”

Elio Bellare, 
please 

don’t do that

And 
why not?

running 
sounds like 

a great plan
to me right 

now

I didn’t know
you felt
this way.

I still have
a lot of love

for you.



You don’t have to run

just stay where you are

I’m sorry that you 
feel frightened

you know I 
care about 
you, elio

I’m still your friend
And I’m not going anywhere, 

remember?

I’m right 

here

Where’s my
friend?

What 
did you do 

with contumelia?

I didn’t know
you felt
this way.

I still have
a lot of love

for you.

Elio, please, 
it really is me.

Did that old 
lady say some-

thing to you 
before we 

left?

She lied 
Elio!



is contumelia telling

the truth?

Did old vanya lie

to me?

it makes sense --

plants belong in the

hands of the forest 

spirits.

but...

you know I 
care about 
you, elio

She lied 
Elio!

I’m just trying to 
get the orchid to 

my family.

it’s a rare plant -- 
it belongs with the 

spirits of the forest
-- Not with humans

Please, Elio

I’m just trying 
to do the right thing!

Then you know I’m
trying to do the right 
thing too

I’m putting the orchid
where it belongs --

at the center 
of the forest!

I’m not keeping it.
I’m making sure all 
the energy goes back 
to the forest!



Elio --

*gasp*

ZZZAP!

KKSHHHHH

KKSHHHHH

SNAP!



running 
sounds like 

a great plan
to me right 

now

AAA!!!!!

AAA!!!!!



Safe?

Friend?



Hi, friend. 
Thank you.

Could you 
help me?

help! :3


